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nor, that I can find by any intimation, so much as insinu-
ated that the grant was on his motion; notwithstanding,
both in the House of Lords and Convocation, some laboured
to ascribe the whole to his Grace; and had it not been for
the account I had from you, his Grace must, next to her
Majesty, have had the entire thanks. You will observe,
from the Lords' address and Convocation, that his Grace is
brought in for a share in both,1 But If the case should be
otherwise, yet his Grace is no way to be blamed. The
current runs that way; and perhaps neither you nor I have
bettered our interest here at present, by endeavouring to
Stop it

The conclusion was that all the Archbishops and Bishops
agreed to return thanks to my Lord Treasurer of Great
Britain, by a letter, which all in town have signed, being
convinced, that, next to her Majesty's native bounty, and
zeal for the Church, this favour is due to his Lordship's
mediation. But they have employed no agent to solicit the
passing the act through the offices, believing his Lordship
will take care of that of his own mere motion, as he did of
the grant This is meant as an instance of their great con-
fidence in his Lordship's concern for them, which makes it
needless that any should intermeddle in what he has under-
taken. If his Lordship thinks fit to return any answer to
the Bishops, I wish he would take some occasion to mention
you in it; for that would justify you, and convince the
Bishops, some of whom, perhaps, suspect the truth of what
you said of the first fruits and twentieth parts being granted
before his Grace the Duke of Ormond was declared Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland.2

present clergy, but has provided for the maintenance of greater
numbers of them, when by the good laws made against the Popish
religion in her Majesty's reign the Church shall be enlarged."

1 The Lords voted two addresses to the Queen, one acknowledging
the speech from the throne and the other thanking her for the appoint-
ment of the Duke of Ormond as Lord Lieutenant, and an address to
the Duke of Ormond. In the addresses to the Queen there is no
mention of Ormondes assistance in connection with the grant of the
first fruits, but in the address to Ormond the following words occur in a
reference to the grant; "And we are very sensible how much we are
indebted to your Grace's particular care and mediation herein,'* It
may be added that Archbishop King was one of those responsible for
drafting the addresses.

3 On receipt of this letter, which did not reach him until 14 Augustrred a mark of her grace and favour on the     a
